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The Family Blessing
Green Bay Packers wide receiver Marquez Scantling and his parents, Tahisia and
Marcellus Scantling, gives back to the St. Pete community each Christmas day even
when he’s unable to attend. Seen here with Senator Darryl Rouson and son.
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Marquez Scantling
continues his tradition
of giving back
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Daystar Life Center hosted native son and Green Bay Packers
wide receiver Marquez Scantling’s annual charity event on
Christmas Day. Headed to the
playoffs and unable to attend, he
made sure his parents, Tahisia
and Marcellus Scantling, continued a tradition he started in college.
“When he was in his last year
of college, he told his dad at
church that he wanted to do
something to give back, and he
had the idea of giving away three

backpacks,” said Tahisia. “And
he said he wanted to go give it to
the homeless people. And I kind
of chuckled. Three backpacks
isn’t a lot.”
Listening to his mother, Marquez took to social media, and an
influx of donations came pouring
in. That night, he and his parents
pack about 80 backpacks full of
toiletries and blankets. Not quite
sure where to distribute them,
they rode around Williams Park
looking for the homeless.
Christmastime 2018, the trio
was back at it, but this time with
so much more. Gloria Campbell
let them use her building on the
eighth block of 22nd Street

South, where they gave out
about 200 backpacks, 250 plates
of food, had professional barbers
giving haircuts and distributed
shoes and clothes donated by
Marquez’s NFL player friends.
Christmastime 2019, the
Scantlings took the giving to another level. Jane Trocheck
Walker, executive director of
Daystar Life Center, was all too
happy to let them host the event
at their new multi-million dollar
building located across the street
from the Thomas “Jet” Jackson
Recreation Center in the heart of
Midtown.
See GIVING, page 12

Gibbs class reunion

Bring Out the Dolls 2019
brings out the art
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BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST.
PETERSBURG
-Legacy Entertainment & Arts
Foundation's Bring Out the
Dolls: A Charity Fundraiser &
Toy Drive kicked off its sixth
annual toy giveaway last
month, resulting in more than
1,200 toys being donated to
children in need during the
holidays.
Toys were donated to the
Gathering of Women, Harbor
House of Central Florida Domestic Violence Shelter, the
Boys and Girls Club of America, the Christmas Toy Shop,
Childs Park YMCA and CASA.
They also supplied Christmas
gifts for the residents of Alpine
Health and Rehabilitation Center.
This year, event founder Attorney Shannon Ligon highlighted local young visual,
musical and spoken word
artists who competed for a

Bring Out the Dolls: A Charity Fundraiser & Toy Drive
was held Dec. 8 at Callaloo Restaurant.
$1,500 scholarship.
Zaire Tafari was one of several talented visual artists who
competed. She said her painting entitled "Heart on Ice"
evolved out of her own personal struggles.
"I stayed up all night just
thinking about it -- the
heartache and pain of not just
getting your heart broken in a

relationship but the pain that
life brings you in the death of
a loved one," she said.
Tafari saw life's stresses
and strains take a toll on loved
ones and decided to take her
pain out on the canvas.
"I just painted this to get
some relief on what I've been
feeling this year," said Tafari.

Lynda Jones with
baby Myah
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — The traditional Christmas story is about
a baby who is the perfect gift to
humankind born under imperfect
conditions. Pastor Anthony Jones
and his wife Lynda knows this
story all too well because they
have one of their own.
Their daughter Myah was
born a micro-preemie at one
pound seven ounces. She started
life out on a rough journey with a
grade four brain bleed and had to
stay at the hospital for 16 weeks.
The Joneses predictable way
of life had suddenly changed. The
odds were stacked against Myah.
The chances of her living a
healthy life with no disabilities
were zero.
Some parents may have delivered the child and let it pass away;
however, her parents wanted to
give their daughter a chance at life
despite what others thought, including the medical staff.
The next few months became
an anxious waiting game. The
Joneses questioned whether their
baby girl would survive her stay in
the Neuro Intensive Care Unit
without developing a life-threatening infection and if she would
reach her developmental milestones.
They would not know the answers to their questions for years.
Pastor Jones refused to accept
that his baby girl would succumb
to the challenges of her premature conditions. Dressed in his
armor of faith, he took his bible
and declared war on the spiritual
enemy.
“The bible says that the affectionate fervent prayer of the righteous avails much,” said Anthony
Jones.
He and his wife believed that
God would heal their child and
acted on what they believed and
not what they saw.
In prayer, Anthony Jones received the word “Exodus” from
God. Not knowing exactly what it
meant, he consulted with his pastor, who explained to him that the
children of Israel were exiled from
Egypt.
The parents now believed that
the blood would exit Myah’s
brain. Much like the news of the
arrival of baby Jesus, the Joneses
returned to the hospital, glorifying

See DOLLS, page 7
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FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE HUBBARD, ESQ.
President, ASALH

One hundred and fiftyseven years ago, the final
Emancipation Proclamation was written by President Abraham Lincoln and
released on Jan. 1, 1863.
Lincoln was considered a
wise man and most historians agree he released the
document because of the
pressing need for more
Union Troops and as a
means of demoralizing and
defeating the argument for
white supremacy made by
the Confederate slaveholding states.
On Sept. 22, 1862, Lincoln signed the preliminary
Emancipation
Proclamation, but the final
draft stated: “I do order
and declare that all persons held as slaves within
said designated States, and
parts of States, are, and
henceforward shall be
free; and that the Executive government of the
United States, including
the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the
freedom of said persons.”
The Civil War had
begun earlier on Dec. 20,
1860, when South Carolina
seceded from the United
States. Following South

Carolina’s secession, 10
additional southern states
withdrew from the Union
within the following
months, calling themselves the Confederate
States of America.
On April 12, 1861, the
first shots in the Civil War
were fired when Confederates attacked the Union’s
Fort Sumter outside of
Charleston, S. C. Even
prior to that, according to
“The New York Times Disunion 106 Articles from
the New York Times Opinionator,” Lincoln’s election
guaranteed session by several slaveholding states
even though he emphasize
that he “would not move
against slavery where it already existed...”
Throughout the South,
it was felt his election
would lead to the end of
the enslavement of black
people and the use of free
labor. In December of
1860, Frederick Douglass
expressed optimism after
the secession of South Carolina, and heaped scorn
upon the state by saying it
preferred “…to be a large
part of nothing.”
The
Emancipation
Proclamation is one of the
most important documents in African-American
history and deserves to be

celebrated by all Americans as one of the first
steps toward black American’s liberation and right to
full integration into the protections that come with
freedom.
It should represent
New Year’s Day. It carefully — when read in its entirety with the preliminary
Emancipation Proclamation signed by President
Lincoln 100 days earlier —
lays the foundation for full
citizenship for all African
Americans. It established,
without question, the fundamental purpose of the
Civil War was to abolition
slavery and grant equal
rights for black citizens.
Federal anti-slavery
policies, however, began in
earnest only after the concept of slaves as “contraband of war” took hold
under Union Army General Benjamin Butler. In
May 1861, Butler refused
to return hundreds of runaway slaves from Fort
Monroe in Virginia.
Thereafter, Lincoln and
Congress recognized the
usefulness of freed blacks
to the Union Army.
In August of 1861, Congress passed and President Lincoln signed the
First Confiscation Act that
declared that enslaved

Duval Park is an 87-unit apartment community located at
5025 Duval Park Circle in St. Petersburg, Florida.
The property has 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom apartments, and it
is designed to provide permanent, affordable and supportive
housing to U.S. Military Veterans and their families.
Preference will be given to U.S. Military veterans and
families who reside in, or are transitioning to, permanent
housing. To that end, 36 of Duval Park’s units (40%)
will be set aside for those veterans with a service-connected
disabling condition.
Duval Park is a Section 42 Low Income Housing Tax Credit
project with 44 vouchers for HUD Section 8 rental
assistance. In order to be eligible for housing in this
community, you must meet the income eligibility
requirements established by the Low Income Housing Tax
Credit Program. Your gross household income cannot
exceed 60% of the Pinellas County area median income
(AMI), which is currently set at the following limits:
1 person: $28,140 2 people: $32,160 3 people: $36,180
4 people: $40,140 5 people: $43,380 6 people: $46,620
7 people: $49,800 8 people: $53,040
Management is actively accepting applications for
placement on the waiting list for an apartment.
Applications will be processed in the order that they are
received. To request an application or more information
about the property or the admissions criteria, please contact
the Property Manager at 727-522-1400 (FL Relay TTY
800-955-8771). You may also request information or return
applications via email (duvalpark@carteretmgmt.com) or
mail to Management’s corporate office at 5300 W. Cypress
Street #200, Tampa FL 33607. Applications are also available
for download on the property’s website, www.duvalpark.com
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The importance
of Jan. 1 in America
blacks held against their
will by the Confederacy
were entitled to their freedom if they escaped from
their captors and were declared contraband of war.
This Act required the
seizure of all Confederate
property, including slaves
“employed in or upon any
fort…or in any military …
service.”
It took several years
after the defeat of the Confederacy in 1865 for the
federal government, under
President Ulysses S.
Grant, to implement necessary protective measures
to ensure these freedoms.
President Grant instituted brave and innovative
actions such as creating
the first Attorney General’s
Office to prosecute the Ku
Klux Klan, signing the first
Civil Rights Act, passing
the Civil War Amendments
to the U.S. Constitution,
and starting the Freedmen’s Bureau. Most historians agree President
Grant’s actions led to the
success, however short, of
Reconstruction.
In the book “Team of
Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln,” Doris Kearns
Goodwin states that for the
first time, Lincoln “officially authorized the re-

cruitment of blacks into
the armed forces.” By the
close of the Civil War,
more than 400,000 African
Americans fought with the
Union Army.
These heroes deserve
to be celebrated and talked
about. All people in America need to learn about
their bravery. Many escaped for the sole purpose
of joining the Union Army
to fight for freedom.
These
men
and
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women were our first
Drum Majors for Justice.
Let us honor them by celebrating The Emancipation
Proclamation every New
Year’s Day.
Attorney Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently the
president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of
African American Life and
History, Inc.
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Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Battle scars: When the church wounds its own, part 8
Praise the Lord
saints.
Here we go.
If you remember
from last week, I gave
you several scriptures
and I asked you to research each one to find
out the common theme.
Well, if you did, you
would have found out
that according to them,
and there are more,
Jesus is Lord, God, plain
and simple.
I don’t get into it that
deep with none believers
because they will never
have spiritual discernment and it’s a waste of
time.
I’m sorry but I gotta
say this.
Over the years, you
will build relationships
with folks along the way,
some will even become
friends and join your
inner circle.
Now, becoming into
my inner circle means
we are friends and I have
Love for you that is different than the Love God
says we must have because I see you more
like family.
Here’s what that
DOES NOT mean. If for
any reason, you do
things that are contrary
to my beliefs, ESPECIALLY my spiritual
moral beliefs, I will
never agree with them
or you in that matter.
Friendship is not
blanket blind friendship
and compliance to
everything you do.
We had a saying in
the Marines and I will
clean it up a bit and say
that you can’t “tinkle” on
my boots and tell me it’s
raining outside.
I will go outside or
check the weather report and then we have a
issue. Nuff said on that.
Ezekiel 34 and Jeremiah 23 are 2 passages
of scriptures that speak
to the very issues that
are vital and applicable
to the “Black” mega
church today.
I know it originated
in the “white” church
but we should have
known better. I can remember back when I
was growing up with Angley, Roberts, Swaggert,

Baker, and more and
how they did and said
things on T.V. that once
you opened your Bible,
you would find out that it
didn’t line up with scripture.
However, they had
the huge buildings with
the best of everything
and those that were in
their valley experience
would become victims
and think that sending in
their last dime for that
“prayer cloth”, “miracle
healing water or oil” or
whatever, wait, I remember hearing that one of
them would send you a
piece of a cloth they
used that had their
sweat on it, I can’t make
this up.
People who were lost
and unlearned about
True Holiness Apostolic
teaching fell hook, line,
and sinker for this buffoonery and the sad reality is millions are still
falling today.
The difference is that
the David Copperfield
show is more subtle and
entertaining.
All they do is appeal
to your emotional heart
strings by way of a 2
hour “Praise and Worship” service and your
caught. There are some
recording artists that
can sing so angelically
and unbeknown to most,
you have no control over
how you react to those
light and sound frequencies that speak to your
spirit chakra and they
know this and have mastered the art of manipulation.
Look what they do,
starting at verse 2 in
Ezek 34 where they fed
themselves, wore the
best clothes, hint, hint,
Italian custom fitted
hand stitched Armani
suits, ate the best of
foods, but didn’t feed
God’s people. God gave
you the power to
strengthen those that
were weak, heal the
sick, recover those that
were injured, but you
chose not to do any of
that. OH, MY BAD, they
had to pay for their healing by coming up in the
prayer line based on
your offering!

Pay attention to verse
4, you ran off some for
God’s knows what, and
ruled over them with
force and cruelty and
didn’t have the common
decency to go and try to
get them to come back.
I know coming up I
would take joy in saying
that they became backsliders and not worthy of
going after them because they didn’t want to
live saved no more.
Trust, this I’m speaking
from personal experience and YES, it was
upper leadership that
did it.
Notice what would
happen to those that
were ran out the church,
they became victims of
the world so know that
their blood was on your
hands. Read Ezek 3
where it talks about the
watchman and his responsibility and if he didn’t sound the trumpet
warning the people.
Remember what I
said months ago that
there are over 20,000+ in
South St, Pete that are
unchurched and have
the mindset that they
would NEVER go to
church or for many go
back to church because
of these vary actions of
church leadership.
Pastors like me almost don’t stand a
chance to have some
that you have come in
contact with visit just because they have lassoed
all Pastors into a specific
bubble and are not even
open to see for themselves. I used to get offended because I have
been nothing but good
and a friend to them but
it wasn’t enough to overcome
the
deeply
wounded hurt that they
have been carrying with
themselves for decades
in some cases.
I will pick up on
those that from the outward appearance seem
to performing acts of
kindness but if you are
living a life that is
against God’s Word, do I
praise you, I praise you
and your acts NOT!
Till next week,
Blessings Bishop Elect
Dr. Rob Harrison
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the City of St. Petersburg (CITY) anticipates receiving formula
allocations under its Consolidated Plan submission for FY 2020 under the Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG), Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), and HOME
Investment Partnership (HOME) grant programs. At the present time, the City has
not been informed of how much federal formula allocations it will receive. As that
information is made available, a second notice will be advertised to inform the public of
the amount of funding to be received by the City.
CDBG funds must be used to address one of the national objectives of the CDBG
program: a) principally benefit low- and moderate-income persons; and/or b) eliminate
slums and blight. In addition, a project must also be an eligible activity under the Federal
regulations of the CDBG program. These activities include acquisition of property,
relocation of occupants of property acquired, rehabilitation and preservation of property,
public facilities and improvements, clearance, public services, home ownership assistance,
match for other federal programs, code enforcement, economic development, removal
of architectural barriers, historic preservation, and interim assistance.
ESG funds are used to provide services to the homeless; operational funding for shelters,
rehabilitation of facilities for the homeless, and homelessness prevention and rapid
re-housing of the homeless.
HOME funds may be used for home ownership assistance and for acquisition,
construction and/or rehabilitation of housing which is affordable to low- and
moderate-income persons, including supportive transitional and permanent housing for
special needs populations.
On Monday, January 13, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. a public forum will be held to obtain input
from citizens concerning the City’s community development and housing needs, how
these needs should be addressed in the future, and how the City has performed in
implementing its past Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Emergency
Solutions Grant (ESG), HOME Investment Partnership (HOME), and State Housing
Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) programs. All interested persons are invited to attend the
public forum to be held at the Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg. An application workshop will be held on Wednesday, February 5, 2020
at 10:00 a.m. at the Thomas “Jet” Jackson Recreation Center, 1000 28th Street South,
St. Petersburg. Any interested non-profit agency is strongly encouraged to
attend both meetings. The application will be available on the City’s website at
http://www.stpete.org/housing/documents.php beginning January 13, 2020.
All completed applications for funding must be submitted electronically by way of a secure portal provided by email from Lynn.Farr@stpete.org, hard copies will not be
accepted. Application deadline is Friday, March 6, 2020 by 4:00 p.m. to be considered
for funding. Any late submissions will not be considered.
For additional information concerning this notice, please contact the Department of
Housing and Community Development at (727) 892-5452. For any non-English speaking
citizen who may require interpretation, an interpreter may be provided upon request.
Persons with disabilities requiring reasonable accommodations under the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990, please contact the City Clerk, (727) 893-7202, or call our
TDD number (727) 892-5259, at least 24 hours prior to the proceedings.
NOTICIA PÚBLICA
Por la presente, se da aviso de que la Ciudad de San Petersburgo (CITY) anticipa recibir
asignaciones de fórmulas en virtud de su presentación del Plan Consolidado para el año
fiscal 2020 en virtud de la Subvención de Desarrollo Comunitario (CDBG), la Subvención de Soluciones de Emergencia (ESG) y la Asociación de Inversión HOME (HOME)
programas de subvenciones. En la actualidad, la Ciudad no ha sido informada de la
cantidad de asignaciones de fórmulas federales que recibirá. A medida que esa
información esté disponible, se anunciará un segundo aviso para informar al público
sobre la cantidad de fondos que recibirá la Ciudad.
Los fondos CDBG deben usarse para abordar uno de los objetivos nacionales del
programa CDBG: a) beneficiar principalmente a personas de ingresos bajos y moderados; y / o b) eliminar barrios marginales y tizón. Además, un proyecto también debe ser
una actividad elegible bajo las regulaciones federales del programa CDBG. Estas actividades incluyen adquisición de bienes, reubicación de ocupantes de bienes adquiridos,
rehabilitación y preservación de bienes, instalaciones públicas y mejoras, autorización,
servicios públicos, asistencia para la propiedad de viviendas, igualación para otros
programas federales, aplicación de códigos, desarrollo económico, eliminación de barreras
arquitectónicas, preservación histórica y asistencia provisional.
Los fondos ESG se utilizan para proporcionar servicios a las personas sin hogar;
financiación operativa para refugios, rehabilitación de instalaciones para personas sin
hogar y prevención de la falta de vivienda y reubicación rápida de personas sin hogar.
Los fondos de HOME se pueden usar para asistencia de propiedad de vivienda y para
la adquisición, construcción y / o rehabilitación de viviendas que sean asequibles para
personas de ingresos bajos y moderados, incluidas viviendas de transición permanentes
y permanentes para poblaciones con necesidades especiales.
El lunes 13 de enero de 2020 a las 6:00 p.m. Se llevará a cabo un foro público para
obtener aportes de los ciudadanos sobre el desarrollo comunitario y las necesidades de
vivienda de la Ciudad, cómo estas necesidades deben abordarse en el futuro y cómo la
Ciudad se ha desempeñado en la implementación de su anterior Subsidio de Desarrollo
Comunitario (CDBG), Soluciones de emergencia Programas de subsidios (ESG), HOME
Investment Partnership (HOME) y State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP). Todas
las personas interesadas están invitadas a asistir al foro público que se realizará en el
Centro Enoch Davis, 1111 18th Avenue South, San Petersburgo. El miércoles 5 de febrero
de 2020 a las 10:00 a.m., se llevará a cabo un taller de solicitud en el Centro de Recreación
Thomas "Jet" Jackson, 1000 28th Street South, San Petersburgo. Se recomienda
encarecidamente a cualquier agencia sin fines de lucro interesada que asista a
ambas reuniones. La aplicación estará disponible en el sitio web de la Ciudad en
http://www.stpete.org/housing/documents.php a partir del 13 de enero de 2020.
Todas las solicitudes de financiación completadas deben enviarse electrónicamente a
través de un portal seguro proporcionado por correo electrónico de Lynn.Farr@stpete.org,
no se aceptarán copias impresas. La fecha límite de solicitud es el viernes 6 de marzo de
2020 a las 4:00 p.m. para ser considerado para la financiación. Cualquier presentación
tardía no será considerada.
Para obtener información adicional sobre este aviso, comuníquese con el Departamento
de Vivienda y Desarrollo Comunitario al (727) 892-5452. Para cualquier ciudadano que
no hable inglés y que requiera interpretación, se puede proporcionar un intérprete a
pedido. Las personas con discapacidades que requieren adaptaciones razonables bajo la
Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades de 1990, comuníquese con el Secretario de
la Ciudad, (727) 893-7202, o llame a nuestro número TDD (727) 892-5259, al menos
24 horas antes de los procedimientos.
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‘We can find possibilities in the darkest situations if we stay faithful to God.’
BABY, from front page

and praising God for all
the things that they had
heard and seen, as it was
told unto them. Those
were trying times!
One evening, Lynda
Jones went to the hospital
to visit Myah. She was
feeling anxious to hear
about the test results from
her daughter’s recent
brain scan. She thought
she would ask the doctor if
the bleeding had stopped,
but at that moment she
heard God’s voice:
“Whose report will you
believe? My report that

the blood will exit, or will
you believe the doctor’s
report?”
She responded and
said, “Lord, I will believe
your report that Myah is
healed.”
That same evening
while visiting her little
girl’s bedside, the doctor
shared that Myah’s brain
scan showed that the
blood was finally drying
up. Lynda Jones fell to her
knees in tears of joy.
She begins thanking
God for healing their

daughter as he had promised. The miracle went
against all odds of science
or medical prediction, but
not against the report of
the Lord. All the Joneses
could do was cry and rejoice. God’s Word is true.
Today, Myah is a 15year-old honor student at
Northside
Christian
School. She said her mission in life is to “give
back.” Her career aspiration is to become a civil
rights attorney.
As for her parents,
they share a few key life

lessons learned along the
way of this journey.
“First, always start
from a position of optimism. We can find possibilities in the darkest
situations if we stay faithful to God,” shared Lynda
Jones. “Second, be prepared to be surprised by
what God can do with the
little that you have to
offer.”
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

Myah Jones is now a 15-year-old honor student at
Northside Christian School.

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
INTENT TO LEASE OR SELL
CITY-OWNED REAL ESTATE
The CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG is in receipt of an offer from SGVISION Development, for development of Parcel 1 of the St. Petersburg Commerce Park, located at the southwest corner of 6th Avenue
South and 22nd Street South, within the South St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment Area
(“CRA”). The parcel consists of two sites, containing a total of approximately 2.82 Acres, as depicted
on the attached exhibit.

The com
mmunity is

Rev. Dr.
D Martin Luther
L
King,
g Jr.
e

V
VISION

Copies of the offer can be obtained from the City of St. Petersburg, Municipal Services Center, Real
Estate & Property Management Department, One - 4th Street North, 9th Floor, St. Petersburg, Florida
33701 or on the City’s website: www.stpete.org/realestate.
Notice is hereby given pursuant to F.S. 163.380, that the CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG is inviting any
alternative proposals from private developers or any persons interested in providing an alternative
proposal.

FOR

For reference and to provide other pertinent information, the City is focused on achieving the following
goals within the CRA:
1. Retail space development along 22nd St. South.
2. Development of workforce ownership housing (under 140% of AMI).
3. Having dedicated retail/office space for community needs.
4. Job creation and/or retention for the CRA and Low to Moderate Income individuals.
5. Small Business Enterprise (SBE) participation in the construction of projects.
6. Proposals should include specific details about the development team and experience.
7. Utilizing developers that can demonstrate financial capability to construct the development
in its entirety and in an expedited manner.

HUMMANITTYY

Proposals must be delivered not later than 10:00 A.M. (ET), January 31, 2020 to City of St. Petersburg,
Real Estate & Property Management, Municipal Services Center, One – 4th Street North, 9th Floor,
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701.
The CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG shall consider all qualified proposals and may accept such alternative
proposal as it deems to be in the public interest.
EXHIBIT
PARCEL 1 - ST. PETERSBURG COMMERCE PARK

IINN 20
2020
020

Sunday
January 19, 2020
4 pm

Keynotee speaker,

,

Chief Executive Dir ector for C
CAIR of Flor ida
ƔW
Ɣ

Contact: Abdul Karim Ali, Chair, 727-560-25567

CONNECT
WITH US!

Attend
At
DIIS
SCOVE
ER
R
Pinellas County Schools
award-winning programs
Art, Music, Gifted Services,
STEM Academies and more

JANUARY 14, 15 & 16
at an elementary school
near you

• Meet teachers
• Visit classrooms
• Register for school

Questions? Call 727-588-6210 or visit www
w.pcsb.org/kg
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‘The Family Blessing’ 2019
ST. PETERSBURG Television and film star Vivica
A. Fox introduced the 2019 stage extravaganza “The
Family Blessing” to two audiences at the Mahaffey
Theater on Saturday, Dec. 21.
The production delivers a message of hope and love
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Photos courtesy of Allen A. Buchanan

that transcends cultures. In its fifth year, playwright, director and producer Jai Hinson has been at the helm
of the creative process from the beginning and was also
the choreographer of the original production of “The
Chocolate Nutcracker,” from which “The Family Bless-

ing” was developed.
Paul Anthony of Grammy Award-winning 1990’s
R&B group Full Force joined Fox as co-host of this
year’s show. Both performing artists appeared in multiple scenes of the two-act production.

ENDLESS
S
OPPORTUNIT
TIES
with Pine
e las County
el
y Schools

N
NEARL
Y 80
magnet and
a
career prog
grams
Choose
e the BEST prog
gram
fo your child
for

APPL
LY
Y JANUARY 8-17
Qu
uestions? Call 727
7 -588-6210 o
or visit www.pccsb.org/choice

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CREAL FUNERAL
B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Deannie
K’s
Beauty
Salon
HOME AND
1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

Beauty is more
than skin deep.

727-896-2602

Call TODAY for an appointment

CREMATIONS, INC

“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
Public Notice
ATTENTION ALL TRADE CONTRACTORS AND SBEs:
Creative Contractors, Inc. (CGC060364) is currently seeking
prequalified subcontractors and SBE subcontractors for the
Shore Acres Recreation Center Replacement project
located at 4230 Shore Acres Blvd NE, Saint Petersburg, FL.

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Bids are due to Creative Contractors, Inc. on January 14, 2020 @ 5:00 pm
Subcontractors may obtain prequalification documents at
https://www.creativecontractors.com/contact-us/.
Please contact Jim Cacini at jcacini@creativecontractors.com or
Jordan Nichols at jnichols@creativecontractors.com with any questions.
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Singing Under The Anointing gospel concert
ST. PETERSBURG —
The new St. Petersburg
Community Mass Choir,
formed under the direction
and leadership of Bishop Al
Baldwin, will host a
“Singing Under The
Anointing” Gospel concert
and live recording on Jan.
19 at 5 p.m. The event will
take place at New Pleasant
Grove Missionary Baptist
Church, located at 3422
21st Ave. S, where Rev.
Don L. Middleton is the
pastor.
The St. Petersburg
Community Mass Choir is
made up of several
anointed voices from varies
churches throughout the
community. The choir was
formed through a vision
from the Lord and is being
manifested through Bishop
Baldwin and the spiritual
advisor Superintendent

Zema J. Florence, III.
The choir is built on the
foundational principals of
ministry and can be found
ministering at funerals,
Sunday Services, revivals,
and many community
events throughout the
Tampa Bay area. The
focus of the choir isn’t
about how well they can
sing or how well we can
perform, but it is all about
Kingdom Building and
how many souls can be introduced to Christ and how
many hearts can be touch
through true ministry.
The Jan. 19 event will
consist of special appearances by St. John Missionary Baptist Church Mass
Choir from Clearwater,
Holy Temple Cathedral
Church of God in Christ
Praise Team from St. Petersburg, the Tampa Bay

Gospel Legends Mass
Choir from Tampa and the
New Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church
Dance Ministry.
There will also be a spe-

Energetic 103-year-old servant of
Jehovah dies
Bertha Lucas was born
on May 2, 1916, in Vanceboro, N.C., and was one of
21 children. She did not
complete a formal education and worked as a domestic for many years.
In the 1930s, Lucas
lived in Harlem on 139th
and Lenox Avenue with her
sisters until she got her
own place in the Bronx on
153rd Street and Melrose.
Around 1945, she married
Louis Lucas, who died in
1964.
In 1961, Lucas chose to
dedicate her life to Jehovah
as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, which elevated her
education far beyond any
secular education ever
could. During her studies
to become one of Jehovah’s
people, she learned to read
and write.
Lucas would go on to
teach
many
others
throughout her lifetime.
More than 40 individuals
were helped to progress to
the dedication of their lives
to Jehovah.
Lucas moved to Brooklyn in the 1970s and lived in
the Tompkins projects until
December of 1989 when
she moved into a house on
Melrose Street. In 1979,
she attended pioneer
school with her grandson
Glen Baker, and retired in
1990 after her only child,
Susie Baker, died from a
long struggle with lupus.
In December 2004, she
moved to Florida near her
grandson and his family,

moving into an apartment
in his home in 2013. In
2018, Lucas went with her
granddaughter-in-law
Brenda to pioneer school
for the fourth time. She
spent her final years surrounded by family and
beloved friends.
Lucas was affectionately called “Grandma
Lucas” or just “Grandma”
by her family. She is survived by her grandchildren
Melody, Irene, Glen and
his wife Brenda, Wilbert
and his wife Nicole, and
Delores and her husband
Thomas. Great-grandchildren included Glenyse and
her husband Jairus, Liddell
and his wife Alesa, Alyssa,
Candace, Leah, Ira and his
wife Brittany, Rayvon, Darius, Jestine, Jonas, Isis,
Love, Joy, Jayden, and
Johnesse; and great-greatgrandchildren
Kaleem,

Christian, Kalena, Chaz,
Elias, and Camryn.
Mark 10:30 has proven
true in Lucas’ case as she
acquired numerous children and grandchildren
over the years. Her love for
them was evident by the
strength of the many hugs
she gave to each and every
one of them.
The family wants to
thank everyone for their
kind words, support, and
encouragement. Proverbs
17:17 says, “A true friend
shows love at all times and
is a brother who is born for
times of distress.” Jehovah
has truly comforted the
family by means of many
friends.
A memorial service will
be held Saturday, Jan. 4, at
1 p.m. at the Kingdom Hall
of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
4125 31st St. S, St. Petersburg.

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

Omega-Eta Rho Chapter spreads
Christmas cheer
BY TOM PACKER
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Omega Psi Phi FraternityEta Rho Chapter delivered
25 Christmas fruit baskets
to the families and loved
ones of deceased chapter
brothers. There were also
baskets delivered to brothers that lost their wives
and brothers that are ill.
The Eta Rho Chapter

started this tradition in the
early 1990s to support, encourage, and maintain
communications with the
widows of fallen brothers.
The chapter’s long-standing committee chair Bro.
Joe Chaney spearheaded
this yearly event with the
help of Publix.
Chaney’s enthusiasm
was electrifying as he and
the other brothers stood in

line for the honor to deliver the beautiful 15pound baskets to each
recipient.
Eta Rho has an active
Chaplain team that works
in coordination with all the
chapter support committees to make sure the widows have at their disposal
readily available contact information with the fraternity.

cial appearance by The
Mighty Sons of Zion as
they honor and pay tribute
to the late David Roundtree
and the late Sherman
Evans.

This is an open door
community event, and
everyone is invited to join
them as they offer sincere
praise and worship to the
Lord and Savior. Doors will

open at 4 p.m., and the
service will begin at 5 p.m.
For more information,
please contact Bishop Al
Baldwin at 727-754-0199.

Flynn Law Firm gave 50 families
help for the holidays

BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Families in St. Petersburg had a brighter holiday season thanks to the
generosity of a local law
firm.
James Flynn and the
Flynn Law Firm gave 50
needy families a $100
Visa gift card in the
hopes of lifting a bit of
their financial burden
during Christmas. The
donations,
totaling
$5,000, are a part of a
yearly season of giving
Flynn sponsors each
year.
December 2019 was
the fifth year the firm’s
founding attorney has donated to families for
Christmas, and the seventh year he has purchased turkeys and other
food items for families
during Thanksgiving.
Jeffery
Copeland,
who assists in organizing
the events, said Flynn’s
generosity is always an
inspiration, and he loves
seeing the joy the donations bring the families.
“He is a genuine person who does this from
the heart,” Copeland
said.
Each year the firm,
with an office on Central
Avenue, partners with
the St. Petersburg Police
Department and its com-

munity policing unit to
find families in need for
Christmas. Throughout
the year, as officers come
into contact with families
who may need assistance, they keep their
names and provide their
information to Flynn
when it’s time to distribute the gift cards.
“The officers get to
know the families because they interact with
them throughout the
year,” Copeland said. “So
they know who needs
help the most.”
Partnerships are at
the heart of what makes
each giveaway opportunity successful. For the
past seven years, Flynn
and his firm have given
away
thousands
of
turkeys in November,
along with other food
items to families in need.
Working with local
churches, names are provided for families in need.
Copeland said the list has
grown over the years, but
they always make sure
that everyone receives
assistance. He said the
event is more than just
giving out food, it’s also a
family festival too.
“We have games for
kids, a petting zoo, horseback riding, slides – all
sorts
of
activities,”
Copeland explained. “We
love to watch the kids,
and their parents interact
and have fun.”

This year’s event was
held on 18th Avenue and
22nd Street South, where
the Old Sweet Bay once
stood. Along with the recipients whose names
were given to Flynn, the
team makes sure they
can accommodate some
who may stop by hoping
for assistance.
“Everyone
whose
name is on the list gets a
turkey, and we bring
extra for people who hear
about it and come for
help, Copeland said.
Flynn, a graduate of
Georgia Southern University, received his
Bachelor of Arts in English and completed his
Juris Doctorate from
John Marshall Law
School in Atlanta.
Before starting the
firm, he served as an assistant state attorney in
Pinellas County. The
firm’s areas of practice include auto accidents, personal injury, and medical
malpractice.
Copeland said as a St.
Pete native, he is excited
to be affiliated with Flynn
and his law firm and to
have the opportunity to
organize events with the
group that make life better for others in his home
town.
“It’s fulfilling to be a
part of something great,”
he said.”People see you
as someone who wants to
help.”
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The importance of Kwanzaa in 2020 for African Americans
BY ROGER CALDWELL
On Point Media Group

Kwanzaa was created in
1966 by Dr. Maulana
Karenga, professor and
chairmen of Black Studies
at California State University, Long Beach. In 1966,
blacks were searching for
their identity and challenging racism, discrimination,
the right to vote, education,
and white supremacy. This
decade was marked by the
Civil Rights Movement, the
Vietnam War, political assassinations, and a very divisive counterculture.
Black people were looking for a change, and there
were many riots all over
the country. After the Watts

riots in Los Angeles,
Karenga was looking for a
concept that would organize and unify African Americans.
Out of this turbulent period, Kwanzaa was created,
and it meant “the first
fruits.” Kwanzaa is a cultural, family, community,
and a national celebration
that brings people together.
It was derived from several African harvest celebrations, songs, dances,
African drumming, and
storytelling was included in
the event. It was a way for
African Americans to reaffirm their ancestors and
culture, and it would start
on Dec. 26 and last through
Jan. 1.

Kwanzaa was initially
started as a spiritual and
political event. Swahili was
used as the language, and
seven principals were the
guiding foundation. The
seven principals were
named the Nguzo Saba,
and each day candles were
lit to celebrate Kwanzaa.
The candle lighting
ceremony each evening
provided the opportunity
to discuss and bring Black
families and organizations
closer together.
The seven principles of
Kwanza are 1. Unity
(Umoja), 2. Self-determination (Kujichaguilia), 3. Collective
Work
and
Responsibility (Ujima), 4.
Cooperative Economics

(Ujamaa), 5. Purpose (Nia),
6. Creativity (Kuumba), and
7. Faith (Imani).
This African American
holiday celebration has
lasted more than 50 years,
and it is practiced worldwide. These principals represent values for African
Americans that should be
practiced every day, and
they can stop the hating
and the killing that is
prevalent and taking place
in our communities.
Kwanzaa should be a
movement for black people in America, and it
should not just be religious or political. “These
principles represent values that can strengthen
our lives, our families, and

our communities, whether
you celebrate Kwanzaa or
not,” said Melyssa Barrett,
founder of Kwanzaa Every
Day.
“The founder believes
that we can get back to the
core of who we are as individuals, and reconnect
with our God-given power.
We also can work together
to build up rather than tear
down.”
Every day in the inner
city across the country,
street, and domestic violence claim thousands of
lives. It is time to “let love
rule” in African-American
communities, and Kwanzaa principles should direct and be the guiding
force for our youth and

families.
Kwanzaa should not be
just a holiday event, but it
must be a movement for
African Americans across
the country 365 days. It is
time to eliminate crime in
black communities and
stop the cycle of hate. We
must teach the beauty of
our African roots and save
this new generation.
Barrett’s dream with
Kwanzaa Every Day is to
create an actual movement, where people all
around the country and
world change their lives
and inspire those around
them to change. Join the
movement and share the
power of the Kwanzaa
principles.

Bring Out the Dolls 2019
brings out the art
DOLLS , from front page

Taylor Young's painting honors Vanessa Van
Dyke, who was bullied for
wearing her hair naturally
instead of styling it to fit in
with a clique of girls in Orlando.
"My painting represented one trying to be
only one's self instead of
falling into the trap of
being what others may
perceive you to be," said
Young.
The mask in Young's
painting represented the
individualities of people
from all over the world instead of stereotypical
graphic images of them.
"It's a tribute to young
women who feel that they
don't fit a certain quota or
their appearance," said
Young, a Land O' Lakes
high school student.

Pinellas County Center for the Arts student
Éliyah Page's graphic artwork celebrated the people suffering from vitiligo,
a disease that causes the
loss of skin color in
blotches.
"I feel that people with
this skin condition are
beautiful too," said Page,
who does not personally
know anyone with vitiligo
but was inspired by a
model with the disease.
Competition
winners
• Jabari Reed – First
place winner (visual art)
• Taylor Young – Second place winner (visual
art)
• Tiekei Dickerson -Third
place
(visual
art/spoken word)
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Gibbs Class of ’68 dances on

Photos courtesy of Allen A. Buchanan

The annual Gibbs Class of ’68 Christmas Holiday Extravaganza took place Saturday, Dec. 21 at the historic St. Petersburg Coliseum. With more than 800
people in attendance, part of the proceeds from the evening will go to scholarships to deserving young men and women for college or technical school.
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Shorecrest Preparatory School 5101 1st St. NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33703
35+ BOOTHS INCLUDING:
Robotics Demonstrations
Hands-on Technology Exploration
Design and Engineering Challenges

Mad Scientist Games
Individual and Group Arts Activities
Dedicated Preschool Area for Young Children

* We love furry, four-legged friends, but they are not allowed on campus. Please keep pets at home.

FEATURING

Wonder Studio

SPONSORED BY

Admission is free with the donation of
a canned good or personal hygiene supplies
benefitting the St. Pete Free Clinic.

For more info or to RSVP visit www.stpetesteamfest.com
or call 727-522-2111.

Hosted at
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

The Weekly Challenger
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Blessed New Year
As we celebrate the birth of JESUS CHRIST and enter into a
brand New Year;
May our hearts be thankful and rejoice in GOD’s promises we hold
so very dear.

May this New Year find you walking by faith, blessed with joy,
peace, courage and love;
Have a Blessed New Year and always know that our GOD is watching from Heaven above.

GOD has blessed us with His grace, His love and His strength to
carry on;
Let us honor Him with faith and trust as we ‘press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of GOD in CHRIST JESUS’ with
peace and steadfast calm.

Amazing grace will follow you from now until eternity;
A Blessed New Year, in the presence of GOD, will provide you with
great certainty.

The Holy Spirit will guide and direct us if we just hold on to GOD’s
extended arm;
JESUS is always the truth and the way, and protects us from all
harm.
Remember in this season of His birth and the reason JESUS came
down to the earth;
Our Heavenly Father sent His only Son to live and die and to give
our lives peace on this earth.

Remember to love JESUS CHRIST and with each New Year;
He will bless your heart with strength and courage so you’ll have
nothing to fear.
Have a Blessed New Year holding on to your faith;
Always trust in JESUS, He will forever keep you safe.”
AMEN
“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus.”
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
From the Pastor’s Desk
“Go ye therefore and
teach (disciple) all nations”.
Matthew 28:19
Jesus Christ did not say
‘go and save souls’ (the salvation of souls is the supernatural work of God) but
‘Go and teach’, i.e., disciple
all nations. You cannot
make disciples unless you
are a disciple yourself.
When the disciples came
back from their first mission they were filled with
joy because the devils were
subject to them. Jesus said
don’t rejoice in successful
service. The great secret
of joy is that you are rightly
related to Jesus. The essential of the missionary is
that he remains true to the
call of God and realizes that
his one purpose is to disci-

ple men and women to
Jesus.
The challenge to the
missionary does not follow
along the lines that people
are difficult to get saved,
that backsliders are difficult to reclaim, or that
there is a wedge of callous
indifference; but along the
line of our own personal relationship to Jesus Christ.
‘Believe ye that I am able to
do this?’ Our Lord poses
this question to us when
encountering every individual we meet. The challenges are: Do I know my
risen Lord? Do I know the
power of His indwelling
Spirit? Am I wise enough
in God’s sight, and foolish
enough according to the
world to bank on what
Jesus Christ has said, or am

Pastor’s Corner
I abandoning the great supernatural position, which
is the only call for a missionary, countless confidence in Christ Jesus? If I
take up any other method,
I depart altogether from
the methods laid down by
Our Lord – All power is
given
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@ 7:00 p.m.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Love: My New Year’s Resolution
Scripture – “For I am persuaded, that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39
Denial – God’s love for
me will never increase or decrease.
Affirmation – God’s love
for me is perfect.
You are loved. God’s love
for you is perfect. There is
nothing that you can do to increase it or decrease it. God’s
love for you is unconditional.
It is not based on your
thoughts, words, or actions. It
just is. God’s love for you is
everlasting. It always has
been and always will be.
There is nothing that can

change God’s love for you.
Jesus, the Wayshower, established a kingdom of love.
When the Jewish leaders
brought to him the woman
who was caught in the act of
adultery, he refused to operate according to the old Law
of Moses which required her
to be stoned to death (John
8:1-11). He operated according to a higher law, the law of
love. Jesus was a physical
demonstration of the love of
God by being a judgment free
zone for the woman who was
in a challenging position. He
was only interested in her
learning and growing from
the experience. His love
reigned supreme so much so
that the woman’s accusers
had no choice but to love her
or leave the situation.
The same love of God
that was inside of Jesus
Christ is inside of you. In

every situation, you have a
choice to manifest love or to
be judgmental. Give love and
compassion to yourself when
you think a thought that is not
the highest and the best or
say something that is hurtful
or do something with an impure motive. As you give love
and compassion to yourself,
you will discover more opportunities to give love and compassion to others.
Reflection Question –
How can you be more of a
physical demonstration of
God’s love to yourself and to
others?
Forgiveness Activity –
Read Paul’s perfect definition
of love found in 1st Corinthians 13:4-8 (NIV version
preferable). How can you
reign with that definition of
love in every situation and
with every person in your life,
including God and yourself?
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NFL wide receiver Marquez Scantling gives back every Christmas
GIVING, from front page

“What greater gift can we
give than to celebrate the
Lord’s birthday by doing
something for someone else,”
said Walker.
Daystar’s mission is to provide the necessities of life to
their neighbors in need. They
are able to provide individuals
and families with emergency
food, clothing, personal care
products, internet and phone
access, income tax return
preparation, bus passes and
gas vouchers, help with obtaining identification, and a
safe place for their mail to be
delivered.
Inside of the 10,000square-foot facility, the Scantlings were able to have rooms
for haircuts, nurses’ stations,

cafeteria seating for eating delicious food prepared by
Heavy’s Food Truck, backpack distribution rooms and
practically a department store
filled with clothes and shoes;
many donated from Green
Bay Packers players.
Volunteers from Daystar
and the Scantlings’ friends and
family helped the event go off
without a hitch. There were so
many people willing to give up
their Christmas day that volunteers had to be turned away.
The Scantlings giving up
part of their Christmas didn’t
start three years ago. It’s an
ongoing tradition in their family. Each year before opening
up their gifts, the family spent
time giving back at such

Marquez Scantling’s cousins Aubray and
Alexander Schevannes volunteers with the
family every year.

places as Metropolitan Ministries or Habitat for Humanity.
And just because Marquez
is in Green Bay doesn’t mean
that he’s forgotten about his
hometown.
“That’s my foundation, and
the homeless population is a
far more populated down
South,” said the NFL star on
the phone from Michigan
while cooking Christmas dinner. “That’s my foundation.
That’s the community that
raised me in south St. Pete, so
obviously I want to get back to
where it all started.”
There’s no end to Marquez’s giving. He plans to continue this tradition and more.
“There are always people
in need, so if I can give back to

as many people that need it,
that’s always the goal. I want to
get it as big as possible where
it’s affecting people nationwide.”
This is the second Christmas Marquez had to miss his
event because of a game, but
it’s not about him.
“It’s about the people who
need it more than me. It’s not
about me being able to be
there, and it’s not about the
publicity stunts, or it’s not
about people knowing what
I’m doing. It’s about the people
who are impacted, who are affected by [homelessness].”
Leftover food, backpacks,
and clothing were donated to
St. Vincent de Paul Center of
Hope and other organizations.

Valerie, Nichel, and T.J. Tampa are friends of the
family who enjoy giving back.

Jane Trocheck Walker, executive
director of Daystar Life Center
and Missio Dei Minister of
Social Justice G. W. Rolle.

Magen Weight, Ericka Murphy, Sapheria
Samuels seen here manning the clothing table.
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2.75% APR*

REFI & RIDE
SAY YES TO A LOWER PAYMENT
• New purchase or reﬁnance
your current auto loan

• Easy process with no
application fee

• We offer great rates for
motorcycles, boats and RVs

• Quick approvals, often
the same day

Call 727.431.7690 or visit reﬁandride.com
Reﬁnancing is subject to credit approval by Achieva Credit Union. Additional terms and conditions apply
such as vehicle age, mileage, value and debt ratio. Auto APR=Annual Percentage Rate and is based on loan
term, credit and collateral qualiﬁcations. For a 2019 model yearr,, A loan amount of $10,000, a term of 36
months, a 730 credit score, an APR of 2.75%, your monthly payment would be $290.04. Floor rate 2.75%. If
you choose to reﬁnance your loan with Achieva Credit Union, we may be able to reduce your APR. Howeverr,, if you choose a loan term that is longer than the term left on your current loan, you will pay interest over
a longer period of time and the overall cost of the loan may be higher. Rates are subject to change without
notice. Reﬁnance terms available for Non-Achieva loans only. Membership qualiﬁcations apply.
Insured by NCUA.

